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Co-op is recognised as the 
‘UK's best funeral plan 
provider’ by Moneynet 2021 


Best Funeral 
Plan Provider 


The ‘must be 
colourtul’ plan 


Your goodbye wishes matter 


Plan your funeral with us and choose how 
you want to be remembered. We'll make 
it personal, every step of the way. 


Our award-winning plans start at 
£3,095 or £18.96 per month.* 


Start your plan at coop.co.uk/funeralplans 
or visit your local funeral home 
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-FIPIA Co-op Funeralcare is a trading name of Funeral Services Limited, a registered 
FUNERAL society registered in England and Wales with registration number 30808R and 
APR berate registered office 1 Angel Square, Manchester, M60 OAG. VAT registered 403 3146 04. 
Part of Co-operative Group Limited. 


*£3,095 is the price of a Simple funeral plan. £18.96 per month is based on a 50-year-old purchasing a 


1 
Simple funeral plan at £3,095 over 25 years (total repayable £5,789.32). Terms and conditions apply. It S what we do 


China has peaked 


Sir: Niall Ferguson makes some good points 
about the nature of Xi Jinping’s imperial 
aspirations but misses two important parts 
of the picture (“The China model’, 8 May). 
First, the Chinese Academy of Science 
predicts that China’s population will peak 
at 1.4 billion in 2029, drop to 1.36 billion 
by 2050, and shrink to as few as 1.17 billion 
people by 2065. They even forecast that 
China’s population might be reduced by 
about 50 per cent by the turn of the next 
century. And second, China’s economic 
rise is stalling. Rather than being on track 
to displace the United States as the next 
economic superpower, China now finds 
itself ensnared in a classic ‘middle income 
trap’ — a situation in which rapid growth 
is followed by a period of stalled growth 
and failure to achieve the status of high- 
mcome country. As a result, China is not 
fated to become the world’s economic 
middle kingdom. Indeed, it will be lucky if 
it escapes the fate of countries like Brazil 
and South Africa that have also fallen into 
this economic trap. 

The bottom line is that while China’s 
rise has been meteoric and strategically 
consequential, it is not destined to continue. 


China has already peaked and is destined to — 


falter — and to do so long before displacing 
the US as the world’s leading power. 

This week, the most recent census shows 
China’s population growing at its slowest 
pace in decades. The question that should 
keep US strategic thinkers up at night is 
how America should deal with a China 

that is beginning to sense that the brass 
ring of global primacy is fated to recede 
from its grasp. Ominously, the world’s 
experience with similar faltering contenders 
— Germany in 1914 and Japan in 1941 

— suggests that when a dominant power 
assumes it is confronting a rising power 
when actually it is confronting a faltering 
contender, catastrophic war can ensue. 
Andrew A. Latham 

Professor of International Relations and 
Political Theory, Macalester College, USA 


Deflecting blame 


Sir: Having read the ‘From Lament to 
Action’ report, it is very hard to swallow 
the simplistic defence offered by the 
Revds Arora and Barron (Letters, 8 May) 
against Michael Nazir-Ali’s penetrating 
critique (“Bad faith’, 1 May). Glossing 
with biblical quotations a hermeneutic 
analysis borrowed from a political theory 
intended to destroy not only the traditional 
family but society and Christianity as 
well will not cut it, and shows either the 
naivety or the disingenuousness of the 
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LETTERS 


authors. One is left wondering whether 
this is another exercise in deflecting blame 
from the shameful failures of the C of E 
leadership by branding the rest of the ~ 
church racist, white-privileged, and in need 
of unconscious bias training. Institutional 
incompetence, yes; institutional corruption, 
perhaps; secrecy and saving face, certainly. 
The Revd R.C. Paget 

Brenchley, Kent 


Moore and moor 


Sir: West Yorkshire Fire and Rescue 
Service want to ensure accurate reporting 
of our role, particularly regarding the 
Marsden Moor fire to which Charles 
Moore referred (Notes, 1 May). I must 
highlight firstly the use of the outdated 
term ‘firemen’. Our increasingly diverse 
workforce comprises both men and 
women who work as ‘firefighters’. We work 
closely with landowners and interested 
parties to protect our beautiful moorland. 
We campaign to promote moorland fire 
safety, and work with our partners to 
enforce legislation. 

Finally, our crews did not ‘knock off 
at 8 p.m.’ as reported. It is accepted good 


SPECTATOR 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER: 


Subscribe for 


only £1 an issue 


Y Weekly delivery of the magazine 


v App access to the new 
issue from Thursday 


Y Full website access 


be www.spectator.co.uk/intro 


@* 0330 333 0050 quoting A518B 


Auto-renewing payments only. $1 a week in Australia call 
089 362 4134 quoting T084A or go to www.spectator.com.au/intro 


practice to minimise numbers on the 
moor in hours of darkness. The natural 
temperature drop suppresses the fire and 
allows for a watching brief and reduced 
firefighting activity, with the provision to 
increase resources again if needed, before 
we ramp back up during daylight hours. 
Dave Walton © <S 

Deputy chief fire officer/director of service 
delivery, West Yorkshire Fire and Rescue 


Isolated incidents 


Sir: As much as stress and ‘mental health 
issues’ are flavours of the month, I don’t 
agree that the problem is overstated just 
now (‘Britain’s mental health problem’, 

8 May). In the past year my husband and I 
have dealt — as mere amateurs and friends 
— with three different people considering 
or attempting suicide. That’s three more 
than in the past 40 years of welcoming many 
people through our home. I know you can’t 
use anecdotes as evidence, but it’s blatantly 
obvious that each of these three situations 
was exacerbated by isolation. 

S. Rose 

Edinburgh 


Corporate pass-agg 


Sir: Fiona Mountford is too generous to 
‘the providers’ (‘Customer disservice’, 

8 May). Usually, they do not apologise 

for ‘the’ inconvenience caused but rather 
for ‘any’ inconvenience. Presumably the 
genesis lies in advice from in-house lawyers 
who wish to make the actual incidence of 
inconvenience deniable in case of customer 
claims. The subtext is ‘We reject your ; 
assertion of inconvenience but we’re sorry 
you feel that way’, displaying the passive 
aggression Ms Mountford identifies. It has 
annoyed me for decades. 

Dr Julian Critchlow 

Ditcham, Hampshire 


The sound of spring 


Sir: Charles Moore mourns not hearing 

the cuckoo in April for the first time in his 
life (Notes, 1 May) and questions whether 
the unseasonably cold spring is the cause. 
Sadly, the real reason for the cuckoo’s 
decline is the result of modern farming 
techniques which over the years have 
destroyed its main source of food, the hairy 
caterpillar. Here in rural Dorset I have 

not heard the evocative call announcing 
spring’s arrival for three years. Yet on a visit 
to Exmoor in April a couple of years ago 
the air resonated to the sound of cuckoos 
on the natural moorland. 

Julian Bunkall — 

Buckland Newton, Dorset 
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ANY OTHER BUSIN ESS | MARTIN VANDER WEYER 


‘Top pay restraint may persist 
over here — but not in the US 


~“‘y onsider a temporary cut in exec- 
utive salaries’ was the Confeder- 

~./ ation of British Industry’s advice 
to meniber at the start of the pandemic. 


Back then I was gripped by fears of a back- 


lash against capitalism: top pay cuts would 
indeed be wise, I wrote, not least because 
‘sacrifice now is sensible insurance’. 

Looking at last week’s election results, I 
needn’t have been concerned about a sec- 
ond coming of socialism. But I’m one of 
many advocates for responsible capital- 
ism who have long worried about growing 
disparities between executive and average 
pay — the key multiple having risen from 
50 to 120 over the past two decades — 
that rarely reflect underlying performance. 
The pandemic offered an opportunity for 
rational restraint in the guise of social soli- 
darity. We can now begin to see how compa- 
nies on both sides of the Atlantic responded; 
the difference is instructive. 

In the UK, analysis by PwC found a 
median 22 per cent fall, to £3.5 million, in 
total pay of chief executives of 50 FTSE100 
companies. Many have also ‘taken an axe 
to 2021 long-term incentive plans’, says 
the Financial Times. These trends have set 
benchmarks for shareholder rebellions on 
pay awards in companies such as Rio Tinto, 
Glencore, Pearson and Flutter, the online 
betting giant. 

In the US, by contrast, boards most- 
ly took their cue from President Donald 
Trump and paid bosses even more, despite 
window-dressing cuts to base salaries that 
are a small portion of total rewards: the Wall 
Street Journal found median pay for 300 US 
chief executives up from $12.8 million to 
$13.7 million and ‘on track for a record’. 

What next? Over here, I suspect restraint 
will persist without nudging from Downing 
Street, because institutional investors have 
the bit between their teeth and will keep 
pressure on companies that look out of line. 
Over there, President Joe Biden defends his 
proposed tax hikes on profits and wealth, 
declares ‘trickle-down has never worked’ 
and waxes eloquent on the top-to-average 
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pay ratio: ‘Tell me what benefit flows from 
that.’ But I suspect corporate America and 
its Congressional friends will thwart him, 
rewards will continue to soar — and the US 
will, as usual, lead the global recovery. That’s 
the great moral conundrum of capitalism. 


To waive or not to waive 


Biden’s new-found support for a tempo- 
rary waiver of Covid vaccine patents raises 
another fascinating set of questions. World 
Health Organisation chief Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus makes the case for a waiver in 
terms of overwhelming priorities and the 
inequitable distribution of doses to date — 
80 per cent to the richest countries. Econom- 
ic pragmatists add that the faster the whole 
world is vaccinated, the sooner global trade, 
including demand for exports from the rich 
West, will also recover. 

Opponents, led by Angela Merkel, 
argue that a waiver is an expropriation of 
intellectual property that would discour- 
age future drug innovation without guaran- 
teeing significant new ammunition for the 
battle against Covid, because most poorer 
countries do not have the capacity or know- 
how to manufacture high-quality vaccines. 
Industry voices add that a waiver could 
hand western biotech secrets to habitual 
IP abusers such as China and Russia. Mean- 
while, some observers think Biden is merely 
grandstanding to win favour with left-wing 


Democrats, knowing that a waiver will take | 


too long to achieve consensus within the 
World Trade Organisation and may never 
happen at all. 

What’s the answer? Any nation that’s 
well advanced in its vaccination pro- 
gramme and has over-ordered should stop 
hoarding and start sending spare batches 
abroad. ‘Big Pharma’ should be incentiv- 
ised to make more vaccine licensing agree- 
ments and joint ventures in faraway places 
— but also to maintain research spending 
at home, in order to stay ahead of the next 
pandemic. A patent waiver should be avail- 
able only to countries where Covid is raging, 


IP is respected, and there’s capacity for 
immediate production. But how easy it is for 
your columnist to type these solutions; and 
how hellishly difficult it would be for real- 
life interested parties to agree on them. 


Soriot’s a hero 


The topics of vaccine manufacture and 
executive reward collide in Pascal Soriot, 
chief executive of AstraZeneca. Soriot took 
home £15 million last year (Pfizer boss 
Albert Bourla earned a similar figure), 
having driven spectacular returns for AZ’s 
shareholders relative to its sector since he 
arrived in 2012. But a proposal to increase 
his maximum bonus and long-term share 
awards met 40 per cent opposition at this 
week’s AGM. 

French-born Soriot has become a con- 
troversial figure because of AZ’s stand- 
off with the EU over vaccine supplies and 
concerns over the incidence of blood clot- 
ting in its vaccine recipients. Let’s remem- 
ber, however, that his company was the 
only major manufacturer to have offered 
mass-produced vaccine at no profit for the 
duration of the pandemic, and at just $3 per 
dose compared with $15 for a Pfizer shot. 
“We never pretended we would be perfect,’ 
he said recently, ‘[but] we did our very best 
to help the world.’ The one thing AZ share- 
holders might hold against him, in fact, is 
the no-profit offer for which the world 
seems so ungrateful. 


Road rage 


Six-hour airport queues for those brave 


enough to attempt a holiday abroad. All- 
day jams across London thanks to unfin- 
ished roadworks, new cycle lanes and the 
scandal of Crossrail. And now weeks of 
rail disruption caused by hairline cracks in 
the undercarriages of Hitachi high-speed 
trains. Freedom beckons, everyone wants 
to be on the move — and the new normal 
will be a summer of endless, rage-inducing 
transport chaos. 
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enjoys the 
cacophony of New Yorkers 
yakking 
argues that 
there’s nothing cruel about 
force-feeding geese 
wonders 
why the only person Stalin 
trusted should have been 
Hitler 
| says 
rumours of Van Morrison’s 
demise are greatly 
exaggerated 
thinks he’s 
found the new Fleabag 
is amazed 
how faithful and intelligent 
The Pursuit of Love is 


‘Still Life with Asparagus’, 
1697, Adriaen Coorte 
Daisy Dunn — p47 
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